
hands.  These justice workers 
are forging a future of equal-
ity, sustainability, and com-
munity.  
Today, I find myself drawn 
to a photo of two campaign 
canvassers who came to my 
door last month.  They were 
high school students.  I asked 
if I could snap a photo, be-
cause despite the Phoenix 
heat and the distance they 
had walked that day, they 
happily answered my 6-year-
old’s questions.  They didn’t 
seem to mind that my kid 
has only a vague understand-
ing of “fair wages” and was 
mostly just enjoying the op-
portunity to talk to strangers.  

U U J A Z
Giving voice to UU Values In Arizona

Lisa’s 
Letter    
  I believe that 
our justice work 
is most effective 
and sustainable 

when it is tied to our faith—those 
values that we deeply trust, like the 
inherent worth of every person, 
that others deserve our compas-
sion, that society should treat 
people equally and fairly, that all 
things are interconnected, that 
building respectful relationships 
matters.  When we come together 
in our congregations around our 
shared values, we find a commu-
nity where we can share the goal 
of building a better world.  In our 
congregations we are inspired to be 
our best selves and to put our faith 
into action.  In our congregations 
we find learning communities 
where we can grow in understand-
ing justice issues and find ways to 
approach them from our own gifts.  
We come to understand that we 
are not each individually respon-
sible to right every injustice that 
we find, but that together we can 
be more effective, diversified and 
stronger in a statewide network.   

  In the past year, our country 
has seen 1,000 small revolu-
tions.  Individuals stepping 
out of anonymity and into 
action, one by one joining 
together to build move-
ments and movements gain-
ing ground to make change; 
Black Lives Matter, Idle No 
More, Marriage Equality, 
Change the Mascot, and so 
many more.  The moral arc    
seems  indeed  to be      

bending  
  toward   
  justice, 
the prod-
uct of 
the work 
of many 
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What Makes a Justice Worker?
By, Katie Resendiz, UUJAZ Justice Coordinator

Katie Resendiz, joined UUJAZ staff 
in July.  Please see Katie’s full profile at 

http://www.uujaz.org/staff.html
Katie, Continued on Page 4
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 A number of UU congregations across the state have taken 
action to support the San Carlos Apache at Oak Flat.  The follow-
ing is taken from the Arizona Mining Reform Coalition’s “Oak 
Flat Fact Sheet.”
 Oak Flat is located 4 miles east of Superior, AZ, and an hour 
east of Phoenix off HWY 60. Queen Creek Canyon is on the northern 
edge, Apache Leap on the west, and Ga’an Canyon (Devil’s Canyon) 
is on the east and south. Oak Flat contains medicinal plants, food 
sources, and healing waters and has been continually used for 
prayer and ceremony by the Apache people. This sacred watershed 
is an ecological and recreational haven under attack by foreign 
mining companies who have hijacked the    

  normal public land mine permitting and NEPA process.

What you can do :
	 •	Get	involved	with	one	of	the	many	organizations	working	to	protect	Oak	Flat:	Arizona	Min-
ing Reform Coalition, Concerned Citizens and Retired Miners Coalition, Spirit of the Mountain Run-
ners, Apache Stronghold, Access Fund, Concerned Climbers of Arizona, Sierra Club, 
Tucson Audubon Society, Center for Biological Diversity, and many others. 
	 •	Sign	up	for	our	action	alert	list	at	www.AZminingreform.org	
	 •	Write	letters	to	the	editor	
	 •	Educate	yourself,	your	friends,	neighbors,	and	colleagues.	
	 •	Go	to	Oak	Flat!	
	 •	Volunteer

Saving Oak Flat

Vansler Nosie

#WhoIsBurningBlackChurches
 On June 30th of this year, UUA President Rev. Peter Morales issued a state on the burnings of African 
American Churches. 
 “These acts of hatred, oppression, intimidation, and violence, are meant to shake that center of African 
American life. And we must harness the healing power of love to counter these acts in support and solidarity 
with these communities.
 At the Unitarian Universalist Association’s General Assembly in Portland, OR, delegates overwhelmingly 
passed an Action of Immediate Witness entitled ‘Support the Black Lives Matter Movement.’ It calls our Unitar-
ian Universalist community to ‘take initiative in collaboration with local and national organizations fighting for 
racial justice against the harsh racist practices many black people are exposed to.’
 We must not just proclaim black lives matter. We must also engage and act with love and compassion. It 
is the only way to stop the hatred from spreading. We can make a difference, and we must. It is a matter of life 
and death. Black lives matter.”
 Here in Arizona many activists have become part of the #whoisburningblackchurches and Week of Righ-
teous Resistance movements.  To learn about actions in your community, visit http://thisisworr.org/
UU Resources are available at http://www.uua.org/multiculturalism/new-jim-crow



Celebrating the UUJAZ Workshop
      On Friday afternoon in Portland, Anne and 
Rev.	Lisa	presented	“Think,	Feel,	Act:	Challenging	
Economic Inequality.”  A workshop developed by 
Anne Schneider, UUJAZ’s Policy Coordinator, it met 
with enthusiasm from the crowd at GA.  The room 
was	filled	to	capacity	and	many	people	sat		or	stood	
around the edges to hear the presentation.  
     Afterwards several folks came forward to say 
they’d like to share our work in their congregations and Unitarian Universalists for a Just 
Economic Community asked to add it to their resources.  In case you didn’t hear our 
presentation at District Assembly or at GA, you can find our powerpoint on our 
website,	www.uujaz.org!

Visit our website: uujaz.org

General Assembly  2015 

UUJAZ Quick Updates:
All Arizona UUs are invited to partner 
with UUJAZ.  Congregations are eligible 
for membership.  The membership cov-
enant can be found at www.uujaz.org 
Contact Rev. Lisa at lisa@uujaz.org with 
any questions.

You	are	the	Justice	Worker!	
Become a Congregational Contact.

Active in justice work?  Thinking of activating?  
Want to see your congregation connect with and 
be supported by statewide movements?  Consid-
er becoming a congregational contact for UUJAZ.

We are currently have openings for contacts 
at	Mountain	Vista	UU	Congregation,	Sedona	
UU Fellowship, and UU Church of Surprise.  
Please contact Katie at katie@uujaz.org with 
any questions. 

Save	the	Date!  
UUJAZ Issues and 

Action Day
October 10,2015 

UUJAZ will host our Second 
Annual Issues and Action Day.  As 
a community of justice workers, 

we will gather for a day of learning, 
strategy, and action.  

Details	to	come!
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         To me the question isn’t about who does the work of justice, it is about who can 
sustain their work for justice in a healthy and effective way.  The first thing I look for 
in a justice worker is someone who has an internal compulsion that drives them to 
seek fairness and equity, I think of this as the ‘fire in the belly’. 
            The next characteristic I look for is someone who knows how to work in com-
munity, who understands the value of being in relationship with others who hold 
each other accountable.  This is about ‘right relationship’ building with individuals 

and groups, and not working for others as much as working with others. 
            Finally, I think a healthy justice worker is someone who nurtures their spirit.  This is someone who 
takes time each day to connect with their internal equilibrium, and then focuses on their connection 
with the spirit of others and of the world.  This spiritual connection compels us to make sure we treat 
each other, and the world, with a deeper sense of our interconnectedness.  I believe this is the essential 
component that keeps us from getting tired, cynical, angry, frustrated… in other words, it sustains us.
            (This is why I do my justice work within the context of Unitarian Universalism.  There is a recogni-
tion of the fire for justice, we make regular efforts to assure we remain in relationship with each other, 
and we base our work on our spiritual nature nurtured within our congregations.)
            We know there are all types of people who work for justice. Some of us do this work because of a 
personal experience where we were not treated fairly or with the compassion we needed.  Some of us 
have lots of resources such as education, financial stability, or racial privilege, and recognize a need to 
share this with others.  Some of us are young, angry, and learning about the world while others of us are 
old, tired of how we treat each other and still learning about the world.
                             -Nancy Reid McKee, UUJAZ Board President

Note From our UUJAZ Board President:

When asked “It’s too hot, why are 
you outside?” the young woman 
answered without hesitation, 
“It’s really important that these 
people are treated fairly, today 
it’s the most important thing to 
me.”
So, what makes a justice worker?  
I don’t know, but I think it starts 
the day an issue becomes “the 
most important thing.”  The small 
revolutions begin the day that we 
are willing to speak our values 
out loud, put our actions toward 
justice, and join in community to 
speed up that moral arc.
This year, I also had a small revo-
lution.  After years of focusing my 

professional activism on human 
trafficking, I had to embrace the 
true intersectionality of social 
justice work.  It is only through a 
strong network of mutli-sector, 
multi-issue actors that we will see 
sustainable change.  I accepted 
the position of Justice Coordina-
tor at UUJAZ because the vision 
of people of faith creating an 
environmentally sustainable, spiri-
tually fulfilling, socially just life is 
my most important thing.  I want 
to stand with you and count the 
1,000 more revolutions to come.  
I am excited for our work 
together as a community of 
justice workers.

Katie, Continued From Page 1

Receive the 
UUJAZ Legislative Alert

Policy Coordinator, Anne 
Schneider compiles a 

comprehensive review of 
Arizona’s Legislature.

Visit uujaz.org  to add your name to 
the Alert mailing list.

In Unitarian Universalist communi-
ties we can build supportive relation-
ships—safe spaces to learn, then act, 
then reflect upon our efforts; to share 
our concerns and our insights; to 
deepen our efforts by connecting them 
to the values we hold most dearly; and 
to find compassion for ourselves and 
each other when the going gets tough.                        

Lisa, Continued From Page 1


